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The high-level roundtable is on the 
record. Engage, share and follow:

FOLLOW LIVE-TWEETS ON  
@friendsofeurope

SHARE YOUR OPINION VIA FACEBOOK LIVE  
OR ENGAGE WITH US ON FACEBOOK 
/friendsofeurope.foe

SHARE PICTURES OF THE EVENT
flickr.com/friendsofeurope.foe

LISTEN TO OUR PODCAST
soundcloud.com/friendsofeurope
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youtube.com/user/foefriendsofeurope
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instagram.com/friendsofeurope

DISCOVER AND READ OUR HIGHLIGHTS, 
REPORTS, ANALYSIS AND MORE 
www.friendsofeurope.org
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ORGANISERS  
AND SUPPORTERS
FRIENDS OF EUROPE

Friends of Europe is a leading think tank that connects people, stimulates debate and triggers 
change to create a more inclusive, sustainable and forward-looking Europe.

CONNECT
Friends of Europe is an independent think tank with a difference – we believe innovation is 
a mindset, behaviour and action. We aim to be catalysts for change and believe that real 
solutions come from transforming mindsets through the confrontation of ideas and the 
breaking down of silos between politicians, businesses and civil society.

Believing that change is achieved through inclusive policies and action, we reach out to 
and work with a wide network of policymakers, international organisations, civil society 
representatives, business leaders, academics, the media and citizens across Europe and 
beyond.

We have no national or party political bias and ensure that all viewpoints are represented in 
our activities and publications.

DEBATE
We foster open, insightful and provocative debates to stimulate fresh ideas and creative 
thinking. Our portfolio of events and reports means that Friends of Europe contributes ideas 
and leads the debate on a wide range of EU-related issues, including:
Energy and Climate | Health and Wellbeing | Asia, Africa and Emerging Economies | Peace, 
Security and Defence | International Development | Education and Skills | Migration and 
Integration | New Economic Models | Citizens’ Europe.

Our European Young Leaders (EYL40) programme connects Europe’s most promising talents, 
and our Board of Trustees brings together the knowledge and experience of European leaders 
who include Presidents, Prime Ministers, European Commissioners and Presidents of the 
European Parliament.
The Development Policy Forum (DPF), the Asia programme and the Europe-China Forum 
build bridges to foster global partnerships.

Europe’s World, our policy journal, is the only pan-European publication which offers a unique 
insight into the views of leading policymakers and opinion-makers on European and global 
challenges.

Our online platform Debating Europe encourages citizen-led debates with policymakers. In 
less than five years, it has built up a 2.8m-strong community of citizens across Europe and 
over 240,000 social media followers who put their questions to high-profile decision makers.

CHANGE
We offer Europe’s citizens an opportunity to take an active transformational role in shaping 
their environment. We use ground-breaking online brainstorms to bring different stakeholder 
groups together from all over the world and constantly innovate in how we convene and 
shape discussions. Through our debates, conferences, working groups, reports and 
recommendations we provide bold and ambitious but practical solutions for a more inclusive, 
sustainable and forward-looking Europe.

Friends of Europe in figures:

5000+ senior participants and 
speakers

60 events, 50 publications  
and over 200 op-eds every year

2m unique visitors to its websites

365,000-strong social media 
community

95,000+ database of contacts 
including senior decision-makers 
from the EU, national governments 
and international institutions, 
NGOs, think tanks, universities, 
business and the media
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ESTONIAN PRESIDENCY  
OF THE EU

The overarching aim of the Estonian Presidency is to ensure 
that the EU remains united and decisive. The slogan of the 
Estonian Presidency is Unity through balance. The overall 
aim is to find balance between the different views, traditions 
and interests in Europe today to achieve the best possible 
outcome for European citizens. We must facilitate openness in 
both our economy and society, while also ensuring safety and 
security. Therefore the Estonian Presidency is focusing on four 
main priorities:

An open and innovative European economy
A prosperous Europe can only be built on a strong economy. We 
believe that in order to be strong in today’s world, an economy 
has to be open to innovation and promote fair competition in 
order to encourage businesses to develop innovative products 
and modern services. The Single Market is one of the greatest 
assets of the EU and the free movement of goods, services, 
people and capital benefits us all. It is essential to create a 
simple environment for job creation and for companies to grow 
and operate without unnecessary barriers.

A safe and secure Europe
Only by acting together and preserving its unity on the global 
stage the EU can keep its citizens safe and promote peace 
and stability. Europe without internal borders requires modern 
IT solutions and databases maintaining public security in the 
Schengen area. Cross-border cooperation should be reinforced 
to tackle migration crisis, terrorism and organised crime more 
effectively. It is important to develop existing partnerships 
further and build new ones in the immediate neighbourhood, 
including through a continued enlargement policy and through 
strong transatlantic ties.

A digital Europe and the free movement of data
Information and communications technology are no longer a 
specific sector, they are the backbone of all modern innovative 
economic systems. The free movement of data is essential for 
the development of a digital society and concerns all European 
fundamental freedoms. The aim is to focus on advancing a 
digital single market, on the increased use of e-solutions and 
data, and on the development of cross-border e-services.

An inclusive and sustainable Europe
An inclusive and sustainable Europe supports equal 
opportunities for high quality education, employment, access 
to services and development of skills. Opening up new 
opportunities for young people supports the development of 
a strong society. The freedom of movement is a pillar of the 
EU and must continue to function smoothly. A sustainable 
Europe cares about and is committed to achieving a cleaner 
environment, weather it is moving towards implementation 
of the Paris Agreement or transitioning to an environmentally 
sustainable economy through circular economy.

www.eu2017.ee

GOOGLE

Search is both our beginning and the best way to understand 
where Google is going – what problems we’ll decide to tackle 
and where we may go next.

Search started from a fundamental question: why can’t you 
index all the links on the web in one place, so people could find 
what they were looking for?

The first version of Google Search was pretty helpful, but it 
was also pretty basic.  You got a page of text, broken up by 
ten blue links.  There were no images, no news, no maps… 
nothing fancy. Google couldn’t tell you in just one click whether 
the local Italian restaurant was open, or know if you were 
interested in taxidermy.

Fast forward to today, and it’s easier than ever before for 
people to find information by searching by voice, or by using 
Google Now to get helpful information like how long it’ll take 
you to get to the airport to catch your flight – while also giving 
you your boarding pass, the weather at your destination, and 
some suggested activities for once you get there.

Yes, things have changed from the early days of two crazy kids 
in a garage trying to download and index the entire web. But 
in the end, the core beliefs – the principles upon which this 
company were built – remain.

We are about one thing above all else: empowering people 
with information.

Google is an information company. Always has been.  It’s 
what people do with the information that inspires and amazes 
us every day. 

www.google.com

@googleeurope /Google

@EU2017EE /EU2017EE
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MCKINSEY GLOBAL  
INSTITUTE

SANOFI

McKinsey & Company is a global management consulting 
firm, deeply committed to helping institutions in the private, 
public, and social sectors achieve lasting success. For over 
eight decades, our primary object has been to serve as our 
clients’ most trusted external advisor. With consultants in more 
than 100 offices in over 60 countries, across industries and 
functions, we bring unparalleled expertise to clients anywhere 
in the world. We work closely with teams at all levels of an 
organization to shape winning strategies, mobilize for change, 
build capabilities, and drive successful execution.

The McKinsey Global Institute (MGI), the business and 
economics research arm of McKinsey & Company, was 
established in 1990 to develop a deeper understanding of 
the evolving global economy. MGI’s mission is to provide 
leaders in the commercial, public, and social sectors with the 
facts and insights on which to base management and policy 
decisions. The partners of McKinsey fund MGI’s research; it is 
never commissioned by any business, government, or other 
institution. 

MGI partnered with Friends of Europe in 2016 for the MGI 
Opportunity for Europe prize essay contest. This year’s relevant 
MGI research on Europe includes:

•	 A discussion paper on the 60th anniversary of the Treaty 
of Rome, published in March 2017. Rome redux: New 
priorities for the European Union at 60 examined the EU’s 
economic and social achievements over six decades 
and focused on three global forces that will shape the 
EU’s future in the years ahead: a shrinking working-age 
population that is putting pressure on growth and public 
finance; rapid technological advances that will disrupt the 
economy; and heightened global competition at a time of 
rising economic anxiety and anti-globalisation sentiment.

•	 A report published in May 2017 partly based on a survey 
of more than 2,000 European Union business leaders in 
France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain, and the United 
Kingdom. European business: Overcoming uncertainty, 
strengthening recovery found that these business leaders 
in general are more optimistic about the economy and 
the investment outlook, but continue to amass cash to 
insure against a range of risks. More than half said they 
thought the EU had been beneficial for their business and 
wanted “more Europe.” However, the survey highlighted 
a gap between their hopes and expectations: just under 
half of those surveyed anticipated either a continuation 
of the status quo or greater EU integration in the future, 
while 51 percent expected the Eurozone to shrink or 
disband in the years ahead.

•	 A discussion paper published in June 2017, Artificial 
intelligence: The next digital frontier?, which highlighted 
fast moving technological advances and the challenge 
they pose to companies seeking to adopt them. The 
paper showed that Europe has an opportunity to catch up 
with the United States in realizing its digital potential, and 
also will need to boost investment in AI to stay on track 
with the United States and China.

Sanofi is a global life sciences company committed to 
improving access to healthcare and supporting the people 
we serve throughout the continuum of care. From prevention 
to treatment, Sanofi transforms scientific innovation into 
healthcare solutions, in human vaccines, rare diseases, 
multiple sclerosis, oncology, immunology, infectious diseases, 
diabetes and cardiovascular solutions, consumer healthcare, 
established prescription products and generics. 

More than 100,000 people at Sanofi are dedicated to making 
a difference in patients’ daily lives, wherever they live, and 
enabling them to enjoy a healthier life.

www.sanofi.com

@sanofi

@McKinsey_MGI /McKinseyGlobalInstitute

www.mckinsey.com/MGI

FONDAZIONE CARIPLO
Fondazione Cariplo is an Italian grant-making foundation that 
operates with the sole purpose of pursuing the social good 
and promoting economic development. The Foundation does 
not act in lieu of others: since its establishment, it has played 
a crucial catalyser role, convening, leveraging resources and 
fostering a participatory and collaborative approach among 
key stakeholders from the civil society, the private and the 
public sector. Inspired by the principle of subsidiarity, the 
Foundation fosters the analysis and anticipation of social 
needs, supports the development, testing and scaling of 
innovative, more effective and higher impact solutions, as well 
as the dissemination of successful practices. 

Ranked among the most important philanthropic institutions 
in the international arena, Fondazione Cariplo has enabled 
the accomplishment of over 30,000 projects of non-profit 
organizations – operating in the fields of Arts & Culture, 
Environment, Scientific Research and in the Social realm - 
providing over €3 billion in grants since 1991.

www.fondazionecariplo.it 

@FondCariplo / FondazioneCariplo
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WAR AND PEACE
LEARNING FROM CONFLICTS AND PEACE TALKSEARLY-BIRD 

MASTERCLASSES

08.30-09.20LIBRARY

08.00-09.30

The continuing conflicts in Libya, Afghanistan and Syria have highlighted 
Europeans’ inability to act collectively to shape global events. Against this 
backdrop, is a European ‘defence union’, capable of speedily projecting force, a 
realistic prospect?

This set of five parallel masterclasses will look at some of Europe’s biggest foreign 
policy challenges, seeking to learn both from conflicts and their resolution. It asks, 
with the help of senior experts, whether and how Europe can assert itself globally 
and build a safer world.

Welcoming remarks by Shada Islam, Director of Europe & Geopolitics at 
Friends of Europe

Welcome coffee and registration of participants

The annual President’s Gala Dinner is co-hosted by Viscount Etienne Davignon, 
Belgian Minister of State and former European Commission Vice-President, and 
Matti Maasikas, Estonian Deputy Minister for European Affairs.

It brings together high-level guests from the worlds of politics, industry and civil 
society for an intellectually-stimulating and entertaining evening.

STATE OF EUROPE

PRESIDENT’S 
GALA DINNDER

It’s democracy, but not as we know it. People power is changing the rules 
of politics, economics, society and global relations.

Moods and attitudes shape political debates: frustration with the established 
order; a sense of loss of control or of being left behind. Technology amplifies these 
feelings, underpinning new movements and leaders that shake the old order.

The results can be unsettling: facts dismissed; hard-won rights threatened; deals 
and threats replacing negotiations and diplomacy.

But opportunities abound too: the chance to bring more people into the 
democratic process; to shake up sclerotic institutions; to use automation and 
robotics to change rather than replace jobs, and to relaunch Europe’s economy.

This year’s State of Europe roundtable is focused on how people are 
rewriting the rules of politics. How does Europe turn an age of uncertainty 
into an age of opportunity?

THURSDAY,
12 OCTOBER

WEDNESDAY, 11 OCTOBER
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SIMA SAMAR  
@AfghanistanIHRC 
Chairperson of the Afghanistan 
Independent Human Rights (AIHR) and 
Afghan Minister of Women’s Affairs 
(2001-2003)

MATINA STEVIS-GRIDNEFF 
@MatinaStevis 
Africa Business Correspondent for 
the Wall Street Journal and European 
Young Leader

IRYNA BRUNOVA-KALISETSKA  
Executive Director of the Integration 
and Development Center for 
Information and Research

MARY FITZGERALD  
@MaryFitzger 
Libya Analyst, Award-Winning Journalist 
and European Young Leader

ANGELA KANE  
@VCDNP 
Senior Fellow at the Vienna Center for 
Disarmament and Non-Proliferation 
(VCDNP)

Sima’s work on democracy and human rights has 
earned her international recognition and numerous 
prizes. She began her career as a medical doctor in 
Afghanistan before fleeing to Pakistan following the 
Russian invasion. There she treated refugee women and 
established the Shuhada Organization, which provides 
healthcare and education to girls and women. Returning 
to Afghanistan in 2002, Sima served as Minister of 
Women’s Affairs in the country’s interim administration, 
winning multiple rights for women in the realms of 
education and employment.

Based in Nairobi, Matina covers conflict, economics and 
security across Africa for the Wall Street Journal. She 
has extensively reported on and from South Sudan and 
has been distinguished for her coverage of the civil war 
rocking the world’s youngest nation. Before joining the 
WSJ, she wrote for the Economist, where she won the 
2010 Marjorie Deane financial journalism award. Matina is 
particularly interested in migration-related issues in Africa, 
Europe and the Middle East. In 2015, she was one of the 
few foreign journalists reporting from Eritrea as part of an 
exclusive investigation into Eritrean refugees.

Iryna is a Ukrainian civic activist and political expert with 
more than 15 years of research and teaching experience 
in identity-based conflicts. Originally from Crimea, she 
was an outspoken critic of Russian annexation and fled 
the region to avoid arrest, taking refuge in Kiev. She 
currently runs the Integration and Development Center 
for Information and Research, a non-governmental 
organisation, which focuses on training government 
officials and journalists in diversity management, on 
misconceptions and on stereotypes.

Mary is an analyst and journalist specialising in the Euro-
Mediterranean region with a particular focus on Libya. 
She has worked on Libya since 2011 and lived there 
throughout 2014. She has conducted research on Libya 
for the European Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR), 
the European University Institute (EUI) and IEMED among 
others, and is a contributing author to an edited volume 
on the Libyan revolution published by Oxford University 
Press. Mary has worked on a number of award-winning 
radio documentaries for the BBC, one of which won a 
Gold Sony Radio Academy Award.

Angela is a world-renowned expert on disarmament, 
negotiations, peace operations and political relations. She 
served as the UN High Representative for Disarmament 
Affairs where she took a leading role in delivering the 
UN’s multilateral disarmament and non-proliferation 
agendas. In this position, Angela was responsible for 
conducting, negotiating and planning the ground-
breaking investigation of alleged chemical weapons 
use in Syria in 2013, which resulted in Syria joining the 
Chemical Weapons Convention and dismantling its 
chemical weapons stock.

TABLE 1 
AFGHANISTAN

TABLE 3 
SOUTH SUDAN

TABLE 5  
UKRAINE

TABLE 2 
LIBYA

TABLE 4 
SYRIA
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REINVENTING THE EUROPEAN PROJECT:  
NEW IDEAS TO REBOOT EUROPE AND ADDRESS 
PRESSING CHALLENGES

SCENE  
SETTING

PLENARY  
SESSION

09.30-11.15ARENBERG

by Jacques Bughin, Senior Partner at McKinsey & Company and 
Director of the McKinsey Global Institute (MGI)

Populist politicians have eroded support for the EU and prised votes 
away from Europe’s centre-right and centre-left. These politicians 
– often working across borders as a ‘Populists International’, 
with similar themes and approaches – offer simplistic solutions to 
globalisation’s challenges and reflect dissatisfaction with mainstream 
parties.

This session will look at how Europe moves past its political and 
leadership crisis and ask whether populism can be harnessed to 
create a genuinely different kind of politics at national and European 
level – one that has popular support, input and trust – and so 
improve people’s lives. The 2019 European elections will see the 
children of the 21st century voting for the first time: can we rethink 
Europe to match the expectations of this new generation?

We will ask innovative thinkers to pitch their ‘wild ideas’ for a more 
citizen-focused Europe, going beyond the options set out in the 
Commission’s white paper on the future of Europe.
 

WELCOMING REMARKS: 
Etienne Davignon, President of Friends of Europe, Belgian 
Minister of State and former European Commission Vice-President

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS: 
Carl Bildt, Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs (2006-2014), Prime 
Minister of Sweden (1991-1994) and Trustee of Friends of Europe
 
Caroline de Gruyter, Author and European Affairs Correspondent 
for leading Dutch newspaper NRC Handelsblad

Ulrike Guérot, Founder & Director of the European Democracy 
Lab and Author of “Why Europe must become a republic”
 
Karel Janecek, Founder & Former Chairman of the Board of 
RSJ, one of the most successful and largest algorithmic trading 
companies in the world, Founder of Democracy 2.1 (D21) and 
European Young Leader

MODERATOR: 
Dharmendra Kanani, Director of Strategy at Friends of Europe

POPULISM AND THE POLITICS  
OF PAN-EUROPEANISM

11.15-11.45 Coffee break
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JACQUES BUGHIN  
@McKinsey_MGI 
Director at the McKinsey Global 
Institute (MGI) and Senior Partner at 
McKinsey & Company

CARL BILDT  
@carlbildt 
Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs 
(2006-2014), Prime Minister of Sweden 
(1991-1994) and Trustee of Friends of 
Europe

ULRIKE GUÉROT  
@ulrikeguerot 
Founder & Director of the European 
Democracy Lab and Author of “Why 
Europe must become a republic”

ETIENNE DAVIGNON  
@FriendsofEurope 
President of Friends of Europe, Belgian 
Minister of State and former European 
Commission Vice-President

CAROLINE DE GRUYTER  
@CarolineGruyter 
Author and European Affairs 
Correspondent for NRC Handelsblad

KAREL JANECEK  
@janecek252 
Founder & Former Chairman of the 
Board of RSJ, Founder of Democracy 
2.1 (D21) and European Young Leader

With expertise in digital marketing and in digital strategy 
and value creation, Jacques co-leads McKinsey’s recently 
launched Digital Economy Initiative. Since joining the firm, 
he has worked with media, telecom, online services, 
healthcare, fintech, travel and logistics companies on a 
variety of issues. He is also the co-author of numerous 
reports on the Internet of Things, big data and social 
technologies, including “Digital Europe: Realizing the 
Continent’s Potential”.

A renowned international diplomat, Carl led the Swedish 
government that negotiated and signed Sweden’s 
accession to the EU and modernised its welfare system. 
He later served as Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
was one of the initiators of the EU’s Easter Partnership and 
of EU engagement in the Middle East. Most recently, he 
chaired the Global Commission on Internet Governance 
that produced original research and recommendations 
on topics such as cyber security, internet freedom and 
the dark web.

Ulrike is the founder and director of the European 
Democracy Lab, a think tank dedicated to the future of 
European democracy, which emphasises the European 
common good and the transnationalism of all European 
policy beyond the nation state. Ulrike is also professor of 
European policy and the study of democracy at Danube 
University Krems. She is also a regular commentator and 
writer on European and transatlantic affairs and author of 
“Why Europe must become a republic: A political utopia”.

Etienne is one of the few statesmen in Europe who has 
been actively involved in EU affairs from the beginning, 
from his early role as Chief of Staff to Paul-Henri Spaak 
to today. He has held high-level positions in both the 
public and private sectors, including as Vice-President 
of the European Commission, President of the Société 
Générale de Belgique, first President of the International 
Energy Agency and through various board mandates.

Caroline is a well-known European affairs correspondent 
for the leading Dutch newspaper NRC Handelsblad, 
currently based in Oslo. She is a regular commentator 
on the rise of populism, the use of the Internet to counter 
the anti-immigrant and Eurosceptic messages and on 
what the EU and its member states can do to create 
a greater sense of unity. An author of several books on 
Europe, she has been awarded three prestigious Dutch 
prizes and Prix du Mérite Européen for political reporting 
of exceptional quality.

Karel is a Czech anti-corruption activist, mathematician 
and social-reformer, who is using his skills to rethink how 
democracy functions. Following a series of corruption 
scandals in 2013 that threatened to bring down the 
Czech government, Karel engaged in a number of 
initiatives aimed at improving governmental accountability 
through citizen action and electoral reform. One of these 
is Democracy 2.1 (D21), primarily based on the possibility 
to vote against a candidate. This concept is currently 
used by the cities of Prague and New York, and was also 
tested by the UK National Health Service (NHS).
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PARALLEL  
SESSION I

11.45-13.15LIBRARY

The paper ballots still used in most elections around Europe symbolise a refusal to 
rethink our democracy. Many of our democratic practices are stuck in the era of the 
first or second industrial revolutions while the world moves into the 4th Industrial 
Revolution.

Digital technologies are changing politics. They are giving – for good and ill – a 
platform to those who were often ignored, including activists, citizen journalists and 
extremists. They are also hastening the fragmentation of the predominantly left-right 
political spectrum, already weakened by changes in society and the economy.

We will debate the implications of digital for democracy in Europe. Do online platforms 
such as Debating Europe offer lessons for the development of online democracy, and 
for reducing the voting age? What can be done to counter the rise of ‘fake news’ 
and hacking? And can we channel the positive elements of ‘people power’ online but 
prevent the rise of demagogues?
 

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS: 
Alexander De Croo, Belgian Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of the Digital Agenda 
and Trustee of Friends of Europe

Rachael Farrington, Founder of Voting Counts, a political resource that helps 
citizens make informed decisions when voting
 
Matti Maasikas, Estonian Deputy Minister for European Affairs

MODERATOR: 
Dharmendra Kanani, Director of Strategy at Friends of Europe

SHAKING UP EUROPE,  
SHAKING UP THE WORLD

PARALLEL  
SESSIONS

ALEXANDER DE CROO  
@alexanderdecroo 
Belgian Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of the Digital Agenda 
and Trustee of Friends of 
Europe RACHAEL FARRINGTON  

@RachaelDesign 
Founder of Voting Counts

MATTI MAASIKAS  
@MattiMaasikas  
Estonian Deputy Minister for 
European Affairs

Alexander takes significant action to maximise 
the growth potential of Belgium’s digital economy. 
Most notably, he initiated the establishment of an 
advisory board called “Digital Minds for Belgium”, 
made up of the country’s top ICT experts, and 
launched an ambitious action plan “Digital 
Belgium”, aimed at positioning the country as 
one of Europe’s top three digital member states. 
This digital revolution includes developing 1,000 
new start-ups, creating 50,000 new jobs, and 
achieving an electronic government by 2020.

Rachael set up the Voting Counts website in 
2014 to provide unbiased information on British 
political parties to potential young voters. The 
site aims to serve as a resource for users wishing 
to compare the policies of different parties, thus 
allowing young people to feel sufficiently informed 
to become involved in the democratic process. 
Through Voting Counts, Rachael has been able 
to contribute to the Speaker’s Commission on 
Digital Democracy in the UK Parliament and 
consultations on the General Certificate of 
Secondary Education and A-Level reforms with 
the Department for Education.

Matti has been heavily involved in effectively 
implementing the aims of the Estonian 
Presidency of the EU, the priorities of which 
include encouraging technological progress, from 
ensuring the availability and quality of electronic 
communications to developing cross-border 
e-commerce as well as digital public services. 
In addition, Matti works on implementing the 
Estonian Presidency’s initiatives in the field of 
migration, security and the EU neighbourhood 
policy, including fulfilling the objectives of the 
Eastern Partnership.

DEMOCRACY IN THE DIGITAL AGE
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PARALLEL  
SESSION II

11.45-13.15ARENBERG

Brexit, Trump and populist movements around the world are shaking the post-war 
consensus. Institutions such as the European Union, NATO and the World Trade 
Organization were built by earlier political generations. They now have less currency 
and importance for many leaders and the public, as well as for emerging powers like 
China, which is developing new multilateral organisations.

Is this just a sign of the times – a consequence of economic and social difficulties? 
Or are we seeing a more fundamental shift from openness to protectionism, from 
diplomacy to deal-making, from multilateralism to bilateralism and even nationalism?

This session looks at whether multilateralism still has a place in the 21st century – and 
if so, how we reshape, rebuild or even replace the current framework of institutions, 
making them fit to address such global issues as Artificial Intelligence, robotisation 
and increasing inequality within and between nations?
 

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS: 
Natalie Nougayrède, Columnist, Leader Writer & Foreign Affairs  
Commentator for The Guardian 

Kevin Rudd, President of the Asian Society Policy Institute (ASPI) and Prime 
Minister of Australia (2007-2010)
 
Erik Solheim, UN Under Secretary-General & Executive Director of UN Environment

MODERATOR: 
Shada Islam, Director of Europe & Geopolitics at Friends of Europe

SHAKING UP EUROPE,  
SHAKING UP THE WORLD

NATALIE NOUGAYRÈDE  
@nnougayrede 
Columnist, Leader Writer & 
Foreign Affairs Commentator for 
The Guardian

KEVIN RUDD 
@MrKRudd 
President of the Asian Society 
Policy Institute (ASPI) and Prime 
Minister of Australia  
(2007-2010, 2013)

ERIK SOLHEIM  
@ErikSolheim  
UN Under Secretary-General 
and Executive Director of UN 
Environment

Prior to assuming her current position, well-
known foreign affairs commentator Natalie served 
as managing editor and executive director of the 
flagship French newspaper Le Monde. She has 
become a prominent voice in the French media 
through her coverage of Russian politics, ranging 
from the USSR dissolution and civil wars in 
Chechnya to Putin’s Russia, for which she has 
received two major French journalism awards. 
Natalie is also a regular commentator on the 
impact of Brexit and Trump’s policies on the EU.

As former Prime Minister of Australia, Kevin is 
internationally recognised as one of the founders 
of the G20. In 2015, he joined the Asia Society 
Policy Institute (ASPI), an organisation dedicated 
to assist businesses and governments in resolving 
policy challenges in the Asia-Pacific region. In 
his recent report entitled “UN 2030: Rebuilding 
order in a fragmenting world”, Kevin provides 
his personal views, based on his background 
as Prime Minister, on the world situation and 
suggests how the UN can adapt to cope with the 
rapid pace of change.

Erik has cemented his reputation as an 
international peacemaker and environmental 
advocate having served as Norway’s Minister of 
the Environment and International Development 
as well as holding key positions in numerous 
international organisations. During his ministerial 
tenure, he played a key-role in the Sri Lankan 
peace process and initiated the process leading 
to the global coalition to conserve and promote 
sustainable use of the world’s rainforests. Erik 
has been named Champion of the Earth by UNEP 
and Hero of the Environment by TIME Magazine.

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE:  
HARNESSING UNUSUAL SUSPECTS TO DEFINE A NEW WORLD ORDER
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TOWARDS THE GLOBAL 
COMPACTS ON MIGRATION 
AND REFUGEES

HIGH-LEVEL MEETING 
ON MIGRATION

(by invitation)

11.45-13.15BLUE ROOM

This high-level meeting on the sidelines of State of Europe gathers a select 
number of leading stakeholders under the chairmanship of HRH Prince El 
Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, Chairman of the West Asia and North Africa 
(WANA) Institute. As the international community works to formulate and agree 
upon two global compacts on migration and refugees, this “brainstorm” will allow 
for a frank dialogue with the aim of forging a shared and agreed sense of how a 
multi-stakeholder perspective and approach can make meaningful inroads to this 
complex, unpredictable issue underscored by both politics and geopolitics.

MODERATOR: 
Giles Merritt, Founder & Chairman of Friends of Europe

13.15-14.15 Networking lunch
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

BRINGING BACK THE ‘LEFT BEHINDS’

SHAPING THE POLITICS AND ECONOMICS OF TOMORROW

IS A UNIVERSAL INCOME THE WAY AHEAD?

IDEA 
SHARING I

IDEA  
SHARING II

LIBRARY

ARENBERG

by Stuart Russell, AI Pioneer and Professor of Computer  
Science at the University of California

by Philippe Van Parijs, Political Philosopher  
and Political Economist

IDEA SHARING

STUART RUSSEL  
@UCBerkeley 
AI Pioneer and Professor of 
Computer Science at the 
University of California

Stuart is an award-winning computer scientist 
known for his contributions to artificial intelligence 
(AI). He has published over 150 papers and 
authored numerous books on a wide range of 
topics related to AI. Stuart’s co-authored book 
“Artificial Intelligence: A modern approach” has 
been translated into 13 languages and is used 
in more than 1,300 universities in 118 countries. 
Stuart also works for the UN, developing a new 
global seismic monitoring system for the Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty Organization.

PHILIPPE VAN PARIJS  
@pvpbrussels 
Political Philosopher and 
Political Economist

Philippe is a leading Belgian philosopher and 
one of the world’s most outspoken advocates 
of the universal basic income concept. He is 
also a co-founder of the Basic Income Earth 
Network, which links academics and activists 
interested in the idea of a universal basic income. 
In addition, Philippe sits on the editorial boards of 
various international journals, has held numerous 
professor positions in prestigious universities 
across the world, and has (co-)authored a 
dozen books, including “Basic income: A radical 
proposal for a free society and a sane economy”.

14.15-14.30

14.15-14.30



PARALLEL  
SESSION III

14.30-16.00LIBRARY

Inequality remains the scourge of our era. The bargaining power of the low- and middle-
skilled workers has been severely undermined by automation, overseas competition and 
weaker trade unions. Zero-hour contracts, the gig economy and other precarious forms 
of work mean that many people experience constant stress. The ‘Future of Work’ may 
well prove to be the greatest challenge yet to the European project: the information age 
is not only transforming jobs but polarising societies and creating social tensions that 
encourage populism.

Europe needs to rise to the challenge to create the environment for new types of jobs, 
and make the most of the opportunities of the 4th Industrial Revolution, such as AI and 
automation. Given the link between employment and health, how do we strengthen 
resilience in a future with fewer jobs? How could education and training structures 
be adapted to ensure that the benefits of digitalisation are evenly spread? Should we 
be thinking of ‘skills security’ rather than ‘job security’ (and how do we explain the 
difference)? Should social security and economic policies be reformed? And what roles 
should be played by national governments and by the EU through its long-term budget?
 

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS: 
Carl Benedikt Frey, Co-Director of the Oxford Martin Programme on Technology and 
Employment
 
Lie Junius, Director for EU Public Policy and Government Relations at Google
 
Helen Mountfield, Deputy High Court Judge and Co-Chair of the Future of Work 
Commission

MODERATOR: 
Dharmendra Kanani, Director of Strategy at Friends of Europe

DIVIDE AND RULE?   ADDRESSING THE DEEP RIFTS    
  THAT THREATEN   EUROPE’S FUTURE

PARALLEL  
SESSIONS

CARL BENEDIKT FREY  
@carlbfrey 
Co-Director of the Oxford 
Martin Programme on 
Technology and Employment

LIE JUNIUS  
@Google 
Director for EU Public Policy 
and Government Relations at 
Google

HELEN MOUNTFIELD  
@HelenMountfield 
Deputy High Court Judge and 
Co-Chair of the Future of Work 
Commission

Carl Benedikt’s academic research focuses 
on the transition of industrial nations to digital 
economies and the challenges for economic 
growth, labour markets and urban development 
that ensue. He is also widely engaged in advisory, 
media and policy activities related to these 
topics. Carl Benedikt has provided his expertise 
to governments and international organisations, 
working with the Digitalisation Commission of the 
Swedish Government, the Digital Skills Select 
Committee at the UK House of Lords, the OECD 
and UN agencies.

Lie currently heads Google’s EU Public Policy 
and Government Relations team at Google 
Brussels. Major Google programmes include 
training to help bridge Europe’s digital skills gap, 
reaching 4 million people in Europe so far, and 
newly announced 75,000 full scholarships for 
Android developer courses with Udacity. Lie has 
more than 20 years’ experience in European and 
international public affairs. Lie was previously the 
director of government affairs for the EMEA region 
at Goodyear Dunlop and she has also served as 
senior vice-president of government relations at 
ABN Amro Bank.

A versatile practitioner with a wide-ranging and 
successful legal career, Helen currently serves as 
barrister and mediator at Matrix Chambers. With 
a breadth of knowledge on equality and human 
rights, she has sat on the panel of the Equality 
and Human Rights Commission and served as 
a member of the Council of Justice. One of her 
current roles includes co-chairing the Future of 
Work Commission aimed at understanding the 
implications of new technology on work and 
make recommendations on the most pressing 
challenges and opportunities of the future.

THE FUTURE OF WORK: JOBS, EDUCATION  
AND WELFARE IN THE NEW ERA
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PARALLEL  
SESSION IV

14.30-16.00ARENBERG

Europe’s post-industrial service-based economy is throwing longstanding trends and 
loyalties into question. The support that mainstream political parties relied on from 
rural or manufacturing regions is shifting to the far-left and right. Populism is also 
being fuelled by concerns over immigration, even though an ageing Europe badly 
needs new manpower and a growing number of employers are taking migrants onto 
their payrolls.

What priority should be given to integration of migrants and their children? How 
do we ensure that local development and infrastructure support designed to give 
opportunities to migrants doesn’t place excessive pressure on scarce capacity and 
alienate long-term residents? How do we change the narrative on migration at a 
time Europe needs new blood to fuel its economies and to contribute taxes to EU 
countries’ social support mechanisms?
 

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSANTS: 
HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal, Chairman of the WANA Institute, Jordan
 
Ylva Johansson, Swedish Minister of Employment and Integration
 
Laura Thompson, Deputy Director-General of the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM)

MODERATOR: 
Shada Islam, Director of Europe & Geopolitics at Friends of Europe

DIVIDE AND RULE?   ADDRESSING THE DEEP RIFTS    
  THAT THREATEN   EUROPE’S FUTURE

HRH PRINCE  
EL HASSAN BIN TALAL  
@majliselhassan 
Chairman of the WANA 
Institute, Jordan

YLVA JOHANSSON 
@YlvaJohansson 
Swedish Minister of 
Employment and Integration

LAURA THOMPSON  
@LThompsonC 
Deputy Director-General of the 
International Organization for 
Migration (IOM)

His Royal Highness Prince El Hassan bin Talal 
has dedicated his life to promoting intercultural 
dialogue and regional cooperation. He has 
initiated, founded and is actively involved in 
around 20 prominent Jordanian and international 
committees and institutes, and served as a 
member of the Informal Advisory Group to the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 
In 1981, HRH proposed the establishment of the 
New International Humanitarian Order, which led 
to a request by the Secretary-General to found 
and co-chair the Independent Commission on 
International Humanitarian Issues (ICIHI).

With Sweden receiving significant numbers of 
applications for asylum every year, Ylva tries 
to find solutions to huge challenges ahead, 
especially when it comes to housing, educational 
services and creating more opportunities for 
newly arrived immigrants to find work. She 
brings to the position excellent leadership skills 
gained while serving as a Deputy Chair of the 
Committees on the Labour Market and on Health 
and Welfare in the Swedish Riksdag as well as a 
Minister of Health and Elderly Care.

Laura has more than 20 years of experience in 
diplomacy, humanitarian affairs and multilateral 
negotiation. She has provided leadership across 
the fields of human rights, migration, refugees 
and the environment. In her current role, Laura 
has led the implementation of a worldwide 
structural reform to consolidate the IOM’s growth 
and expansion. Prior to joining IOM, Laura was 
the Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
of Costa Rica to the United Nations.

THE FUTURE OF WORK: JOBS, EDUCATION  
AND WELFARE IN THE NEW ERA

THE CHANGING FACE OF EUROPE: HOW MIGRATION AND LOCAL 
DEVELOPMENT POLICIES CAN BRIDGE ELECTORAL DIVIDES

16.00-16.15 Coffee break
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FUNDING AMBITION:  
HOW DOES EUROPE PAY FOR 
ITS POLITICAL CHOICES?

TABLE 
DISCUSSIONS

16.15-17.45MIRROR ROOM The future financing of the European Union is a hot topic, with the European Commission’s 
High-Level Group on Own Resources publishing new budget recommendations. In a post-Brexit 
environment, the EU budget will be smaller so tough choices will have to be made. Now is the time 
to decide how we should invest and what financial choices should be made.

As Europe faces up to the big challenges like climate change, demographics, digitisation and 
security, what should scarce EU funds be spent on and what should be left to member states? 
More than half of welfare and social spending worldwide is within the EU, but can we afford to 
continue this?

The session features parallel table discussions with top-level decision-makers on how to balance 
the needs of Europe. If we were to design the Multiannual Financial Framework to reflect the chief 
demands of EU citizens, what would it look like? How better could EU spending improve the daily 
lives of Europe’s citizens?

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS: 
Mario Monti, Prime Minister of Italy (2011-2013) and Trustee of Friends of Europe

MARIO MONTI 
@SenatoreMonti 
Prime Minister of Italy (2011-2013) and 
Trustee of Friends of Europe

A distinguished economist, Mario has cemented his reputation as a committed supporter of the single currency 
and a talented negotiator leading a government of technocrats in the wake of the Italian debt crisis in late 
2011. Most recently, Mario chaired the High Level Group on Own Resources, a consultative committee of the 
European Union, aimed at proposing new forms of revenue for the European Union’s budget, which resulted 
in the final report “Future Financing of the EU” arguing for new tax sources.
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MODERATOR: 
Tamsin Rose, Senior Fellow at Friends of Europe

Ideas on these topics will feed into a wider discussion in which representatives of each table 
debate policy choices and political challenges. These will examine how we design a budget 
that delivers for Europeans, providing effective government and a desirable and sustainable 
future.

CLOSING REMARKS: 
Etienne Davignon, President of Friends of Europe, Belgian Minister of State and former 
European Commission Vice-President

TABLE 1 
DEVELOPING SUSTAINABILITY FOR PEOPLE AND THE PLANET 

Enrico Giovannini, Professor of Economic Statistics at the University of Rome Tor Vergata, 
Co-chair of the UN Independent Expert Advisory Group on the Data Revolution for Sustainable 
Development, and Italian Minister of Labour and Social Policies (2013-2014)
Lindsey Nefesh-Clarke, Founder & Managing Director of Women’s Worldwide Web and 
European Young Leader

TABLE 2 
REMOVING BARRIERS TO INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Ciara Clancy, CEO of Beats Medical and European Young Leader
António Vicente, Head of Cabinet to EU Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation 
Carlos Moedas

TABLE 3 
MAKING FOOD AND AGRICULTURE POLICY WORK 

German Jeub, Director-General at the German Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Jerzy Plewa, European Commission Director-General for Agriculture and Rural Development

TABLE 4  
DELIVERING A SAFE AND SECURE EUROPE
 
André Loesekrug-Pietri, Former Special Advisor to the French Minister of Defence and 
European Young Leader
Paul Taylor, Senior Fellow at Friends of Europe, Contributing Editor for Politico and Author of 
“Jumping over its shadow: Germany and the future of European defence” 

TABLE 5 
MOVING TOWARDS A FAIR, INCLUSIVE AND COHESIVE GROWTH 

Silvia Console Battilana, Co-Founder & CEO of Auctionomics and European Young Leader
Nicolas Schmit, Luxembourg Minister of Labour, Employment and the Social and Solidarity 
Economy 

TABLE 6  
TACKLING GROWING HEALTH CHALLENGES 

Eleni Antoniadou, Co-Founder of Transplants without Donors and European Young Leader
Xavier Prats Monné, European Commission Director-General for Health and Food Safety
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CIARA CLANCY  
@ciarapt 
CEO of Beats Medical  
and European Young Leader

ANTÓNIO VICENTE  
@a__vicente 
Head of Cabinet to EU Commissioner 
for Research, Science and Innovation 
Carlos Moedas

Ciara is a chartered physiotherapist and experienced researcher 
passionately dedicated to improving the management and 
treatment of people with neurological conditions. At the age of 22, 
she launched Beats Medical, a medical application available on 
smartphones, which aims to help people with Parkinson’s disease 
take control of their condition through technology. Ciara received 
the Irish Society of Chartered Physiotherapists Anne O’Brien Prize 
for Clinical Excellence and the Cartier Women’s Initiative Award.

António is in charge of policy coordination and strategy within the 
cabinet of the European Commissioner for Research, Science 
and Innovation. Prior to that, he served as Chief of Staff of the 
Secretary of State to the Prime Minister of Portugal, monitoring 
the Portuguese adjustment programme and serving as the 
dedicated interface with the European Central Bank, the European 
Commission and the International Monetary Fund. António has 
also been a regular contributor to the Economist Intelligence 
Unit, writing monthly reports on Portugal’s political and economic 
situation from 2006 to 2011.

GERMAN JEUB  
@bmel 
Director-General at the German 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture

JERZY PLEWA  
@EU_Agri 
European Commission  
Director-General for Agriculture 
and Rural Development

German’s long career at the Ministry of Food and Agriculture has 
earned him a reputation as a seasoned expert in the areas of 
consumer protection, food, and sustainable agriculture. German 
is currently in charge of dealing with EU policy, fisheries and 
international cooperation. In this capacity, he oversees the German 
fisheries sector, covering both the Baltic and North seas, and 
capacity building efforts in the respective partner countries aimed 
at simplifying international cooperation in the agri-food sector.

Jerzy leads the Commission directorate responsible for the 
EU policy area of agriculture and rural development. He works 
specifically on managing and developing the Common Agricultural 
Policy (CAP), reinforcing rural development policy as its second 
pillar, and safeguarding the European model of agriculture. Prior to 
that, Jerzy held a series of posts in the Polish Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development, the National Bank of Poland, and several 
universities. He was also chief negotiator of agricultural affairs in 
the team negotiating Poland’s accession to the European Union.

TABLE 2 
REMOVING BARRIERS TO INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

TABLE 3  
MAKING FOOD AND AGRICULTURE POLICY WORK 

TABLE 2 
REMOVING BARRIERS TO INNOVATION AND ENTREPRENEURSHIP

TABLE 1 
DEVELOPING SUSTAINABILITY FOR PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

ENRICO GIOVANNINI  
@ASviSItalia 
Professor of Economic Statistics at the University 
of Rome Tor Vergata, Co-chair of the UN 
Independent Expert Advisory Group on the Data 
Revolution for Sustainable Development, and Italian 
Minister of Labour and Social Policies (2013-2014)

LINDSEY NEFESH-CLARKE  
@WomensW4 
Founder & Managing Director of 
Women’s Worldwide Web and 
European Young Leader

Enrico currently serves as the director of the Italian Alliance for 
Sustainable Development aimed at increasing awareness on the 
importance of pursuing the Sustainable Development Goals. He 
has previously acted as Minister of Labour and Social Policies and 
has chaired the UN Independent Expert Advisory Group on the 
Data Revolution for Sustainable Development. He also designed 
the Global Project on the ‘Measurement of Progress in Society’, 
which fostered the development of numerous worldwide initiatives 
on the issue of moving beyond GDP.

Lindsey is the founder of a web-based philanthropy platform, 
Women’s Worldwide Web, dedicated to connecting and 
empowering girls and women around the world through education, 
mentoring, microfinance and networking. She also works for 
Enfants d’Asie, a humanitarian NGO that provides care for over 
10,000 children in South-East Asia.
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SILVIA CONSOLE 
BATTILANA  
Co-Founder & CEO of 
Auctionomics and European 
Young Leader

NICOLAS SCHMIT  
@nicolasschmit2 
Luxembourg Minister of Labour, 
Employment and the Social and 
Solidarity Economy

Silvia is an economist and entrepreneur specialising in game theory 
and interest groups. She has extensive experience as a strategist 
in auction design. She is the co-founder of Auctionomics, a high-
stakes auction consulting and software firm with clients ranging 
from governments to Fortune 500 companies. Silvia is also the 
co-founder of xSwan, an interactive version of eBay that allows 
charities to raise more money via online auctions.

Nicolas addresses the need to bridge the gap between the 
country’s digital transformation, particularly in the financial 
sector, and the skills which are currently available. Nicolas is an 
experienced diplomat with an extensive knowledge of European 
affairs, having previously served as Luxembourg’s Permanent 
Representative to the EU and Minister Delegate of Foreign Affairs 
and Immigration, among other top assignments.

ELENI ANTONIADOU  
@E_Antoniadou 
Co-Founder of Transplants 
without Donors and European 
Young Leader

XAVIER PRATS MONNÉ  
@EU_Health 
European Commission  
Director-General for Health  
and Food Security

Eleni has been working on artificial organ technology and 
regenerative medicine in hospitals across the world. After 
graduating in biomedicine, she participated in the first successful 
artificial trachea transplant operation on a late-stage cancer 
patient. She is also the co-founder of the London-based start-
up Transplants without Donors, which aims to develop tissue-
engineered organs that are transplanted into sick patients. Eleni 
also trained NASA astronauts in biomedical experimentation for 
the International Space Station (ISS).

Xavier is responsible for EU policies and programmes in the field 
of health and food safety. With a goal of providing all EU citizens 
with equal access to quality healthcare while responding to their 
specific needs, Xavier has supported the adoption of efficiency-
boosting measures such as establishing 24 European Reference 
Networks (ERNs) for rare diseases. Before his current assignment, 
Xavier spent more than a decade in employment and education 
policy circles and served as European Commission Director-
General for Education and Culture.

TABLE 5 
MOVING TOWARDS A FAIR, INCLUSIVE AND COHESIVE GROWTH

TABLE 6 
TACKLING GROWING HEALTH CHALLENGES

ANDRÉ LOESEKRUG-PIETRI  
@andrepietri 
Former Special Advisor to the French 
Minister of Defence and European 
Young Leader

André was appointed special advisor to the Minister of Defense in 
the first government of President Macron, responsible for European 
defence policy as well as disruptive innovation and technology. 
Previously, he was chairman of A Capital, investing in fast-growing 
European companies with strong global potential, particularly in 
China and Europe. André started his career at Roland Berger 
Strategy Consultants before going on to lead several investment 
funds in Asia and Europe.

PAUL TAYLOR  
@PaulAyataylor 
Senior Fellow at Friends of Europe,  
Contributing Editor for Politico and Author  
of “Jumping over its shadow: Germany  
and the future of European defence”

Paul writes the ‘Europe at Large’ column for Politico and is a 
freelance writer and broadcaster based in Paris. He was previously 
European affairs editor at Reuters and served as a foreign 
correspondent for 39 years in Europe and the Middle East. His 
assignments have included covering the Iranian revolution, the Cold 
War Euromissile crisis, the 1991 Gulf War, German reunification, 
the Maastricht summit, France in the 1990s, EU enlargement, the 
Eurozone crisis and the fall of the Muslim Brotherhood government 
in Egypt. He is also the author of the report “Crunch time: France 
and the future of European defence’’.

TABLE 4  
DELIVERING A SAFE AND SECURE EUROPE 
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BIOGRAPHIES OF  
MODERATORS

SHADA ISLAM  
@shada_islam 
Director of Europe  
& Geopolitics  
at Friends of Europe

GILES MERRITT  
@GilesMerritt 
Founder & Chairman  
of Friends of Europe

DHARMENDRA KANANI  
@FriendsofEurope 
Director of Strategy  
at Friends of Europe

TAMSIN ROSE  
@FriendsofEurope 
Senior Fellow  
at Friends of Europe

Shada works on issues related to the future of 
Europe, minority and integration challenges 
as well as on Europe’s relations with emerging 
nations. She set up the Asia Programme for 
Friends of Europe in 2011 and also leads its 
work on development issues. She is the former 
Europe correspondent for the Far Eastern 
Economic Review and continues to write for 
leading international publications.

Giles reported for the Financial Times as a foreign 
correspondent for fifteen years, five of them from 
Brussels, and subsequently was an International 
Herald Tribune Op-Ed columnist on EU affairs for 
twenty years. He is the founder and chairman 
of the Friends of Europe think-tank and author 
of the recently published book “Slippery Slope: 
Europe’s Troubled Future” (Oxford University 
Press).

Prior to joining Friends of Europe, Dharmendra 
Kanani was director of policy at the European 
Foundation Centre (EFC). He was the England 
director at the Big Lottery Fund, the largest 
independent funder in the UK and fourth largest 
in the world. Dharmendra has held senior 
positions in the public and voluntary sector and 
advisor to numerous ministerial policy initiatives 
across the UK.

Tamsin is a member of the external speaker 
team for the European Commission Directorate- 
General for Communication, describing how 
the EU works and key policies to visitor groups 
from around the world. Since 2002, Tamsin 
has specialised in public health and public 
participation issues, serving as secretary-general 
of the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA), 
and providing strategic advice for health groups 
on how to engage with the EU.
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LIST OF  
PARTICIPANTS

Jamila Aanzi, UN Women’s Representative, Dutch Women’s Council 
& European Young Leader, The Netherlands

Joaquín Almunia, European Commission Vice-President for 
Competition (2010-2014) & Trustee of Friends of Europe 

Hussein al-Rifai, International Affairs and Cooperation Consultant, 
Rifai Consultants International, Jordan

Amadeu Altafaj, Permanent Representative to the EU, Government 
of Catalonia Delegation to the EU 

Valerie Amos, Director, SOAS University of London & UN Under 
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator (2010-2015), United Kingdom

Birgitte Andersen, CEO & CoCreator, Big Innovation Centre, United 
Kingdom

László Andor, Senior Fellow, Hertie School of Governance; EU 
Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (2010-
2014) & Trustee of Friends of Europe, Germany

Laima Liucija Andrikiene, Member, European Parliament, 
Committee on International Trade & Lithuanian Minister of European 
Affairs (1996-1998), 

Eleni Antoniadou, Co-Founder, Transplants without Donors & 
European Young Leader, United Kingdom

Martijn Arets, Initiator & Expedition Leader, Crowd Expedition & 
European Young Leader, The Netherlands

Dawood Azami, Multi-Media Editor, BBC World Service; Laureate of 
the BBC Global Reith Award for Outstanding Contribution & European 
Young Leader, United Kingdom

Seyed Azmayesh, Founder & Chairman, International Organisation to 
Preserve Human Rights (IOPHR), United Kingdom

Enrique Barón Crespo, President of Honour, International Yehudi 
Menuhin Foundation; President, European Parliament (1989-1992) & 
Trustee of Friends of Europe 

Lieven Bauwens, Secretary-General, International Federation 
for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus & Board Member, European 
Organisation for Rare Diseases (EURORDIS)

Beatriz Becerra Basterrechea, Member, European Parliament, 
Committee on Development 

Brando Benifei, Member, European Parliament, Committee on 
Employment and Social Affairs 

Assia Bensalah Alaoui, Ambassador at Large of HM Mohamed VI 
the King of Morocco, Morocco

Inge Bernaerts, Head of Cabinet, European Commission, Cabinet of 
EU Commissioner Marianne Thyssen 

Benedetta Berti, Research Fellow, Institute for National Security 
Studies (INSS), Israel

Danae Bezantakou, Managing Director, Navigator Shipping 
Consultants & European Young Leader, Greece

Carl Bildt, Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs (2006-2014), Prime 
Minister of Sweden (1991-1994) & Trustee of Friends of Europe, 
Sweden

Joachim Bitterlich, Diplomatic Advisor to Helmut Kohl (1987-1998) 
& Trustee of Friends of Europe 

Ulf Björnholm, Head, UN Environment, Brussels Office 

Julie Bolle, Director of Business Administration, Friends of Europe 

Michal Boni, Member, European Parliament, Committee on Civil 
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs & Polish Minister of Administration 
and Digitisation (2011-2013)

Claire Boussagol, Chairman Europe & Managing Director, APCO 
Worldwide, Brussels Office 

Sixtine Bouygues, Deputy Director-General, European Commission, 
Directorate-General for Communication 

Elmar Brok, Member, European Parliament, Committee on Foreign 
Affairs & Trustee of Friends of Europe

Alexis Brouhns, Senior Executive Vice-President, Solvay 

Iryna Brunova-Kalisetska, Executive Director, Integration and 
Development Center for Information and Research, Ukraine

John Bruton, Taoiseach of Ireland (1994-1997); Head of the 
European Commission Delegation to the US (2004-2009) & Trustee of 
Friends of Europe, 

Jacques Bughin, Senior Partner, McKinsey & Company, Director, 
McKinsey Global Institute (MGI)

Violeta Bulc, EU Commissioner for Transport 

Cristian-Silviu Busoi, Member, European Parliament, Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy 

Malcolm Byrne, Head of Communications, Higher Education 
Authority & European Young Leader, Ireland

Pascal Cagni, Chairman of the Board, Business France, France

Vasco Cal, Member, Scottish First Minister’s Standing Council on 
Europe 

Nadia Calviño, Director-General, European Commission, Directorate-
General for Budget 

Geert Cami, Co-Founder & Managing Director, Friends of Europe 

Edoardo Camilli, Co-Founder & CEO, Hozint & European Young 
Leader

Massimo Cassano, Italian Secretary of State for Labour and Social 
Policy (2014-2017), Italy

Ahmed Reda Chami, Ambassador, Mission of Morocco to the EU

Emmanuel Chantelot, Executive Director, Head of Government 
Relations and Policy Europe, Celgene 

Kumardev Chatterjee, Founder & President, European Young 
Innovators Forum (EYIF) 

Graciela Chichilnisky, Director, Columbia Consortium for Risk 
Management, Columbia University, United States of America

Lolita Cigane, Chair, National Parliament, Committee on European 
Affairs, Latvia
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Ciara Clancy, CEO, Beats Medical & European Young Leader, Ireland

Jim Clarken, CEO, Oxfam Ireland

Elizabeth Collett, Director, Migration Policy Institute (MPI) Europe

Stefan Collignon, Professor of Political Economy, Sant’Anna School 
of Advanced Studies, Italy

Silvia Console Battilana, Co-Founder & CEO, Auctionomics & 
European Young Leader, United States of America

Daniel J. Costello, Ambassador, Mission of Canada to the EU 

Manuel Costescu, Romanian Secretary of State for Foreign 
Investments and Public-Private Partnerships (2016-2017) & European 
Young Leader, United Kingdom

Robert Cox, Senior Advisor to the European Community 
Humanitarian Office (1993-1998); European Commission 
Representative to Turkey (1979-1983) & Trustee of Friends of Europe 

Laura Cozzi, Head of Energy Demand Outlook Division, International 
Energy Agency (IEA), France

Jacqueline Cramer, Ambassador, Circular Economy, Amsterdam 
Economic Board & Dutch Minister of Housing, Spatial Planning and 
the Environment (2007-2010), The Netherlands

Heaven Crawley, Chair in International Migration, Coventry University, 
Centre for Trust, Peace and Social Relations (CTPSR), United Kingdom

Lucinda Creighton, Irish Minister of State for European Affairs (2011-
2013), Ireland

Christian Danielsson, Director-General, European Commission, 
Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations 

Etienne Davignon, President, Friends of Europe; Belgian Minister of 
State & European Commission Vice-President (1981-1985) 

Alexander De Croo, Belgian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
the Digital Agenda & Trustee of Friends of Europe

Caroline de Gruyter, Author and European Affairs Correspondent, 
NRC Handelsblad, Norway

Massimo Deandreis, General Manager, SRM - Economic Research 
Center, Italy
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